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Course Description 

The course aims to provide you with the concepts, factual knowledge, and skills necessary to deal with the rapidly changing world of science. The major areas we will cover this year include:

I. Chemistry 

II. Ecology

III. The Cell 

IV. Evolution 

V. Genetics and Molecular Biology

VI. Human Systems

Requirements

It is expected that you will:

· Get to class on time – being late without a pass results in a reduction of your overall grade.

· Be prepared for class and complete assignments on time.

· Copy any missed notes from other students in the class.

· Participate in classroom discussions.

· Complete reading assignments, homework, and projects outside of class.

· Complete all labs. Labs are a requirement of the course and are essential to understanding the material. Any missed labs must be made up within one week, on the student’s own time. Failure to do so will result in a 0 for that laboratory assignment. 

Supplies Needed

One large 3-ring binder and loose paper

Pens, pencils, a calculator and a highlighter

Grades

Your grade will be based on quizzes, homework, unit tests, lab reports, projects/an oral presentation, a midterm, and a final. Distribution of credit for each quarter is as follows:


Tests and major projects




60-65% of grade*


Homework, lab reports, and small projects


25-30% of grade*


Participation





       10% of grade

(*Final % depends on number of tests given during a quarter – fewer tests = less emphasis placed on total test percentage)

Late Work

Work is due at the beginning of class. If work is turned in after this time it will be considered late. Work not completed will result in an afternoon study hall and at least a 10% deduction per day (if work is gone over/graded during the class period you will receive a 0 for the assignment). Be sure to turn all work in on time to avoid unnecessary loss of points. 

